OT1HER OuTDOOR WATER WASTERS TO WATCH

¢ Do not hose down your driveway or sidewalk; use a broom instead and save
hundreds of gallons of drinkable water.

@) Checkall hoses, connectors and spigots regutarly. Replace or add
washers Il you find lcaks.

@ Avoid the installation of ornamental water features unless the
water is recycled.

) 1l you have a pool, consider a new water-saving pool filter. A
single backilushing with a traditional filter uses from 180 ta
250 gallons of water.

@) Consider using a commercial car wash
that recycles water. i you wash your
own car, park it on the grass, usc a
bucket with soapy water, turn off the
water while soaping, and use a
hose with a pressure nozzle to
decrease rinsing time.

Avoid purchasing
recreational water toys
that reauire a
constant strcam

You're IN CONTROL

Try to de one thing each day to save water, Don't worry if the savings are
minimal. Every drop counts. And every person can make a difference.

¢ Be aware of and follow all watcr conservation and waler shortage rules and
restrictions that may be in effect in your area.

@ Make sure your children are aware of the nced to conserve water.

For more information on water efficiency and
conservation, contact the National Small Flows
Clearinghouse at (800) 624-8301 or www.nsfc.wvu.edu
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WATCHING WATER WASTERS IN THE
| _KITCHEN AND BATHROOM

3- Tue Towrr

@ Check for toilct teaks by adding food coloring to the tank, If the toifet
" is leaking, color will appear in the bowl within 30 minutes. Check the
- toilet for worn out, corroded, or bent parts. Consider purchasing
" LowFlow toilets that can reduce indoor water use by 20%.
@ Avoid flushing the toilet unnccessarily. Dispose of tissues, insects
‘and other similar waste in the trash rather than the toilet.

- THE SHOWER/BATH

- @) Replace your showerhead with an ultra low-flow
- version, saving up to 2.5 gallons per minute. _
@ Take shorter showers. Try a "Navy” shower: get

“wet, turn off the water, soap and scrub then
‘turn the water on to rinse.

@ In the shower, instead of increasing the hot or

Fully load automatic dishwashers; they use the same amount of
watcr no matter how much is in them,
@ Buy dishwashers with water and energy saving options.

OT1HER WATER WASTERS IN YOUR HOME

APPLIANCES

] | & Unlike your dishwasher, the amount of water your
washing machine uses Is adjustable; adjust according to
the load size.

@ Look for water saving washing machines and buy them.
Horizontal loading machines use less water than top-
loading machines.

\ ¢ Install a hot water recirculation device. By recirculating

\ water that would otherwise go down the drain, you can
save 2-3 gallons of water for each shower taken or 16,500

gallons a year per household. This may mean average annual savings of $50 on
your water bill and $40 on your energy bifl.

Never Install a water-lo-air heat pump or air-conditioning system. Air-to-air

models are just as efficient and do not waste water.

@ Install water-softening systems only when necessary, Save water and salt by running
.oothe mlmmum amount of_regencwtions necessar to mamtam water softness Tum

Outpoor WATER WASTERS
(s
TO WATCH f\

WATERING THE LAWN @‘/‘

@ Don't over-water your lawn. As a general rule, lawns only need watering
cvery 5 to 7 days in the summer. A hearty rain eliminates the need for
watering for as long as two weeks.

Water lawns during early morning hours when temperatures and wind speed
are the Jowest. This reduces losses Irom evaporation.

Don't water your street, driveway or sidewalk. Position your sprinklers so
that your water fands on the lawn and shrubs and not the paved areas.
Instalk sprinklers that are the most water-efficient for each use such as micro
and drip Irrigation and soaker hoses.

Regularly check sprinkler systems and timing devices to be sure they are

operating properly. Teach your family how to shut off automatic systems so
they can turn them off when storms are approaching.

Do not leave sprinklers or hoses unattended. Your garden hose can pour out

600 gallons or more in only a few hours. Use a kitchen timer to remind
yoursell to turn the water off.
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